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Can a mystery be predicted?
Speciation: the question Darwin left behind
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Despite its title, On the Origin of Species says little about how species
actually split. The appearance of new species was called the mystery of
mysteries, and left unsolved. Evolutionary biology has since grown as a science
of description, explaining after the fact why things turned out as they did. But
what comes next? If evolution is replayed in the laboratory, does the same
outcome recur? | began with insect taxonomy, moved to mathematical models
of speciation, and now work on experimental evolution and prediction. The
tools have changed, but the question has not.
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