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*During the classes, students read scientific papers (chosen by the teacher, moderate/high level of difficulty) in
groups followed by presenting/discussing those papers. At home, students search/prepare research papers
(about 2 pages long, basic level of difficulty) to individually present/discuss in the class. In the classes
students go through the WHOLE process of writing a research paper using data provided by the teacher. The

process includes reference searching, editing after teacher corrections and preparing a cover letter to submit

the paper.
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I have had several exchange programs and actually run a LS program for the 5th year. I noticed that while not



so many students apply for it (which is a little strange), several students that participated came back asking if
they can apply again. This shows that students probably are afraid to participate but after doing it realize they
have enough skills for it and can improve. [ have seen dramatic changes in the students’ skills and confidence
level during the 3 weeks of these programs, with several of them applying for similar programs afterwards. This
program was started as a graduate program but after realizing that undergraduate students were keener to
apply, I asked and obtained permission to include them and it has been a success.

This year I sill start running a SI (at both graduate and undergraduate levels) and hope to see Japanese

students using this opportunity to continue developing their confidence.
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