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How Did the Diverse Morphology of Insects Emerge?
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Insects exhibit extraordinary diversity within terrestrial ecosystems, an
aspect of their biology thought to result from their adaptations to various
environments. But how are their diverse forms regulated, and how have these
regulatory mechanisms evolved? My research focuses on evolutionary
developmental biology using insects. During my student years, | studied caste
differentiation in termite soldiers, and as a postdoctoral researcher, | focused
on wing pattern formation in fruit flies. Recently, with my students, | have also
been investigating beetles with degenerated eyes and the fascinating twisted-
wing parasites. | look forward to introducing you to the captivating world of
insects.
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